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The Compleat Character of 
| Sir Fobn Fenwick, Barons, 
| CONC . : 


. 
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UHE 2 4 of this Narrative, is not 

to deſpiſe or degrade any for their 

Aa Tango : They. that have 

d the price of their Blood, have ſatisfied the 

Law, Sc. The intent rhegefore of rifis enſuing 

Treatiſe, is to obſerve wil has been Vinuous 

| and Laadable in the Converſation of Sir Jobs 

Fenwith, to imitate it; and, by ſetting foreh' 

what hath been immorral. profli re, 
ed, toeſcbew, ſhun, and ] 


n refrain it; ſt fol 
iS wing il Examples, we come to ma 
| his ſhamefl Hit 

Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cautur. | 
Thrice happy they who others Harms beware, 
And ſhun thoſe Paths that lead into a inarcs.- 


In proſecution of this my defign, I flall. be- 
| gin with Remarks on his Family, Which is 
very venerable for irs Antiquity : The Nortbam- 
 brians ſay as Antient as the Conqueſt ;.. which: 
they alſo report of Killingworth of Killtagwortls 
bf the fame County. _ 
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\ 


you (4) 

FENWICK is a Local Name, taken from 
Fenwick their antient Seat; and being a Pariſh is 
more of , than Thomas at St, John at 


Oke, Bertram at Bourne, &c. for it is certain he 


was Lord of Fenwick. 

FENWICK of Fenwick in Northumlerlind, 
was High-Sheriff in the time of King Richard 
the Second, and of Cumberland in the Reign of 
| the Sixth. 

Sir John, the Subject of this Narrative, was 
che Son of Sir William, whoſe Father, Sir Jobs, 
was made Baronet in the Year 1628. and horc 
For his Arms Party per fes G. A. Six Ma#letts 
counterchang'd. Fuller, in his Worthies of Nor. 
thumberlend, miſtook, tiiis Coat. 

Sir William, and this late unfortunate Sir 
i lived not at Fenwick, bur at . 2 a 
brave Seat, where they had two Parks, One of 
Red, the Other of. Falbn - Deer; 

Priſca hæc & pulchra ſedes venatiFas apta. 


Mnd the Ground was ſo good about their Scar, 


that they are reputed to have had the beſt breed 
of Horſes in England. A worthy Gentleman 


. Service for this preſent . 
hath been conſiderable) informs us, That the 
late King Fames, in his Election of Officers, 
upon the late intended Deſigns of France, very 


well approved of Sir John for a Coll 
Horſe ; but could not think him ſo well qua- 


* Breed of good Horſes, ſo he was an ex- 
t Horſe-man himſelf. 


The Family of the Fenwicks kept a Port and 


Haſpitalit) 


nel of 


Lified for another command. And indeed, as he 


TS | 
Hoſpitality equal, if not fuperiour. to any Knight, 
. , "> Baron of the County; hoy Ces 
ſuch a {way as they might be termed Regul, N 
teletts, or . There be thoſe living thy 
remember Sir John's Father going to Church 
with 60 Liveries attendant of Lenancs and 
Servants. 3 3 
According tothe Worthineſs of his Deſcent, 
Sir John was excelleutly well educated, 

Oh! fortunatos nimium, bona fi ſua norant. 
He wanted nothing to have made up a happy 
Life, and a like Exit: Beiag ſeared, as you 
have heard, in a pleaſant ' Clime and fefrile 
Soyl, where both his Corn and Wine .iacreaſed 
and where plenty ſurrounded him; yea, an 
being Bleſt, over and above all chete Enjoy» 
ments, with a Loving, tender, and Loyal 
Wife; a Lady deſrended from the Honourable 
and Arttient Family of the Howards : Her 
Ireateſt Foes mult needs acknowledge, that I 
is a Lady of Exquiſite Perfections, and that the 
has inerited eternal Renown, by her indefati- 
gable Induſtry, in ſecking the prolongation of 
her Husband's Life; even like the famous Eng- 
T Qren, not fearing to ſuck the Venom of 
the poyſoned Dart out of her Husband's Body, 
tho' it had been with the peril of her own: Yet 
for all this, we ſee he is the laſt of his Fa- 
mily, and made a Lugubrious End, forget- 
ting what both Reaſon and- Learning ug 
him, Beatus ille gui procul negotizs, &c. ſaith 
the Þ Fearncd Cowley acurately 


oct, which the 
alludgg to. 
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Mar. d far out of thi s of Hopc or Fear, 

A little Field, a lark Garden feed; ; | 

be Field gives all that frugal Nature needs. 


e wealthy Garden lib.rally beſtows 
* ſhe con as, when ſhe Luxurious grows. 


e ſpecious Inconveniences that wait 

vs 6 Life of Buſineſs, und of State, 

le ſees (nor deb the Siglit difturb his Reſt) 
O) Fools deſir d, by Wicked Men poſſeſs d. 


| Mr. Fobn Aubry, in his late Publi'd Book of 
Miſcellianies, ſays, To every Place there is a par- 
ticular Fate; Rut | ſay, to every Man 


Some have a lucky Hit; 
Others miſs of it, 
And have a Bitter Bit: 


Force is very well made out by the Tree of 


orte, from which falls Crowns, Halters, 
and. Hatchets. 
It were worth the while to have Sir Jobu's 
Nativity. He ſeems to me to have bzen born 
upon one of thoſe unlucky 1 mentioned by 
Mr. J. Gibbon, Blewmantle, in his 925 Fatality, 
eprinted ia part by Mr. Aubry aforeſaid: Fot, 
Sir John did having no nced) fell Wallington, 
and his other Eſtates, part for Read /-Money, 
and part for Annuity, that he might mere 
commodioully reſide at Court to carry on French 
Deſigns. againſt his Native Country, fer a 
Prince ry an Arbitrary Power, baniſhing 
bis natural Subicts, (to whem he W 
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been a N. Father 

& 1 ; | 


| ſome matters of Faith, Nom his ie 


Worſhip. 5 tots ae 
Sir Fobn would have done well to have ge- 


membred that Exglaud is (Gers cui libers: m,. 
a Nation of a Free Mind aud 
Free Handstoo: A Nation that 
will, with all its Strength and Power, reſiſt and 
oppoſe the Yoke of French Tyranny arid luſo- 
lency, Pro patriæ ſalute, cur non omnibus faculte-: 


& libera lingua) 
1 


tibus quas habemus, utanur? The French cndea- 


vour to make all things lawful that may con- 
duce to their Intereſt : It therefore behoves the 


Engliſh, under the conduct of his IIluſtrious 
Majeſty King WILLIAM, valiantly and 
couragioully to defend their Rights and pri- 


. | | 
1 ww Favine, a French 6 gh confeſſes, 
t his Country-men never kept a 
long, becauſe of their Inſulting Arrogitrice ; 
whereas the Engliſh, Germans and Spaniards, 
by their Humanity and Courteſie, keep their 
,onqueſts much longer, even from one Age to 
another. 

It hath been obſeryv d by ſome, that (ſince tlie 
happy Revolution in England, Sir Jobn bes 
been very Aadaciqus and Inſolent in his Diſ- 
courſes and ſeveral Actions: for inſtance, ſuch 


was his daring Confidence and Audacity, that 


when the firſt News that Mons was taken 
arrived to the Town, he very irreverently 


erlct up to the Queen's Coach, and rudely an 
aſtily n 1 


Conqueſt: 


Hat on his Head, cry: 
A 4 Mein, 
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Ada, Nee A 6 much 
r 5 of by x _ 7 of ever | 
pets emory ever 1ncited Sit | 
Jah 70 this, > "Br wha "ler audacious At- 
texipt > himſelf informs us, That, in the Year 
ben ſome Trrachery was toneriv'd, and 
— puſh d on inſt᷑ the Security of his pre 
ad; happy Government, that he 
| qr pb * 73 
again it, y by de- 
85 uſed as an a An to in- 
WA wy ao — not concerned in che late hor: 
Plot, as 4 oy it. But — of 
e, no corroberating Evidence 
* U. Cumin 


But if we conſult the Vali- 
dity of the Evidence againſt him, we ſhall even 


. him 'involv'd in * baſe Treacheries +6 


o | 
emingly he expreſſes his abhofrence of. 
rv" , in his Appeal to both Houſes of 
Parliament, informs us, That he was once in 


Compagy with Sir Joby Fenwick and Three | 
$ 


ao Ge at a Tavern. in London, where Sir John, 


reſt, ſigned an Addreſs to the Prenck 
g, the Contents whereof were, Jo aſſure 
Lewis the Fourteenth , Thar they told remain 


Feithful and Loyal Subjects ro King James," and bis 
1 45 the Prince of Wales; and that they would 

be redey on an on to jeyn and aſſiſt the Frenth [ 
ms, with * ies and Fertunts in England, 
225 the Prince of Orange. They alſo paid al poſe 
ie Thanks and Acknowledgments to the French 
ing, for li great Kindneſs in ſuccouring their | 
Prince, and for raiſing him above the 


* ; . Enemies. Thi; 


. cular, 


| Convicion of the aforeſaid 


/ 


This fam 
aire 


to carry on their 
Government ; ee 1 
: 5h we the 5 clark Ang Ta 
al Sof t y O 
the Northern Parts of Exzlazd, bs Jae Ant 
poſed that he ſhould be joyned there d 7 
5 „ in order to the raiſing a co 7 
Army near <catland. Moreover, to confirm th 
Truth of all this, Sir fobn Fenwick . at 
as a Lieutenant General, having from. the late 
King James a Commiſſion for the ſame, hs 
over 8 the aforeſaid Mr. William Fu lr, ſe 
Intentions and Deſigns for the Service of this 
Nation are very Honoutable ; tho? at that 
time he was in the Service of the late King, c. 
It is very ſtrange that Sit John u Plain 
patticulars, and well 
knowing that for a long time .he had owed bis 
Life to the Clemency of the BY efent Goveral 
ſhould behave bimfelf with that hardened 0 
ſtinaey, which he did under the Gentle an 15 8 = 
iſpenſations of both Houſes of Parl. lament ; 
John had that free Liberty and opp 


making his Defence before ſuch an W 
Honourable Tribunal, as few or none of lie O- 


lity ever before had. 
[ muſt here obſerve, that ſince his Embark 

in the late King Famess Cauſe, one: ani 

C hain of Misfartune has, as it were ti 


fell nigh, it's vety nk hated his Pa- 
rindony, and therefore it is leſs wonder that he 
 Uipghted by his old Maſter, and the French 

ing ; for their Kindneſs and Reſpect is with 
the Teeth outwards; No lengir Pipe (as the old 
Proverb faith) no longer Dance with them. I ſhall 
conclude this with a Quotation out of Horace, 


Sunt queis dantur opes, ats ipſis atque fruendi; 5 
* hæc Femwico tota negata foir. 


et have, ang know en how 10 uſe ; 
«te 10 Fenwick _ this Art ee 


Some 
Hare 


| need hot, I ſuppoſe, ſpend time in enter- | 
ng thy my Reader with Diſcourſes of the Jate 
and deteſtible Plot, for which Sir. Jan 
Fexiich is Executed, the nature of that being 
leady ſulficicacly known; it may ſuffice that 
J, after ſome confiderable time ſculking 
in ile, was at length apprehended at Rum- 


Rind © e in Kent, where he only waited for ſome 
Wo;  Owler to waft him over to Frence,the only 
Ivtuary for ſuch Offenders. After his 1 8 


ment fitting, 


diſcha 


wto DO, as much as poſſible 
co 


898 
heaſion, he was conveyed to the © Nes, from 
thence to Weng ge and was arraign'd at the 
Old-Baily, &c. the High Court of Parlja» 

they took apon — | 
Trouble of his Examination; in olccution ( 
their Endleſs Honour be it ſpoken 1 of a loyal [Re- | 
ſalution to ſearch to the very kottom of th 
dereſtable and villanous Plot againſt 115 5 
Sacred Majeſty's Perſon and Government : Wit 
what Meekneß, Candor and Equity they have. 
red their Loyal Reſolution, is ſuffici at] 
manifeſted by their dail L for Journal or 
Votes. In fine, on the 11th. Day © f Fanuarg, his 
Majeſty in his Royal Robes, b:ing ſeated 1 a1 0 the 
Houſe of Peers, gave his Aﬀent to the Bill of 
Attainder againſt Sir Jobn Fenwick. And on the 
19th. of January, a Warrant was directed tothe 
_ of London and Midadieſex, for the Behead- 
ing Sir Join Fenwick Baronct, on Saturday the 
224. of the ſame Month; In purſuance of which 
Order, Notice was iven bim to prepare fort 
Death: But upon his Ladies humble Petition, His 
Majeſty was graciouſly 183 to | Repriere him 
to Thur ſday the 28th. of Jan | 
On W ty in the Evening, the Dayh 
fore his Execution, ſeveral of Saulgiers. 
were ſent to ſtop all the paſſages tothe ci. 


le, the vaſt C 

ple rhat was likely tobe: the 0 

was covered with Mourning, wick ſeveral o- 
ther preparations, dc. _ 
Sir John, on the Day of his Execution, angfe 

at Four a Clock in the Morning, 1 * 
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vie until Seven: ſopn after which his Lady 
Me do take her final Farbwel 
4 Dd. be Arne out of Newgate into a Mourning 
Jer, and was receiv*d by the Sheriffs and the 
and conducted td Tower-Hill, in his 
be fix*d his Eyes upon a Prayer-Bookz 
or not 8 Word to _ | fo nu- 
s were the Spectators, that it was half an 
Wir . paſt Eleven before he came upon the 
old; where it was obſcrved at firſt, that 
he ſeemed to be ſomewhat ſurprized, and for 
a few Moments ſtruck Speechleſs, but ſoon af- 
tr rd with great compoſure of Mind; 


ite, late Biſhop of Peterborough, to pray 
bim: Which being over, he thank'd the 
Inmans for their Civilities, and deliver d them 
4 Fapet, defiring them to do him that Juſtice 
wo give it the King. He then prayed again, an 
wing forgiven the Executioner, prepar'd him- 
elf for the Block, and, the Sign being given. 
the Executioner, at one Blow, ſcver'd his Head 
from his Body; which was brought in a Herfe 
toe Mr. Mercalfs, an UpbIſterer, at the Hel- 
er- ſtreet, and thence, that Night, pri- 


e ctiverdcl the Paper to the King, which 
23 follows. 


das nor Writing was never my Talent; I ſhall 
dire a very Short but Faithful account, firſt, 
iy Religion ; and nevr, what I ſuffer moſt inno- 
. ta red the Calumnies I may reaſonably expeR 
Ee my 


L of him. About 


ſaluting thoſe on theScaffold,he deſit d 


My Toterred in the Church of St. Martins in 
| The Sheriffs, accocding to his De- 


- — — 


| 
| 
| 
( 


. 1 


m Enemies wil caſt upon 2 
moſt _ and preg 
= f. Re! 
As for my e 
. as it Bete H. ef wry 
tho 1 confeſs 1 have been an unworthy M 
in hot living up to the ftrift and excellen Rules there 
which T take Shame to my ſelf, and hu {For 
5 GOD. I come now to dye in that Cora mania it 
, as an huuible and hearty Penitent, to be receiv'd byYW 
Mercy of God, through the Merits of jeſus Chriſt m "Ge N 
My &:ligion taught me my Lojalty, which, I ble | 
untainted: And I have ever eadeavour'd, in the fta jon 
in I have been placed, to the utmoſt of my 
Port the Crown of England in the True and Lined e * 
of without interruption. 
As for what I am now to dye; I call God erg 
went not to that Meeting in Lade- ball tre t with any 


1 * 
1105 
kf 


| Itention, as to invite King James by Force to m ade this 


Nation; nor was 1 my felf provided with either Hog « 
Arms, or engag d for any number of Men, or tice: 
Jar Conſent for any ſuch Invaſion, as is molt falel'y $ to 
againſt me. | 
do alſo dec lare, in the Preſence of God, That I knew no- 
thing of King James's coming to Cala, nor of 2ny Invaſion 
intended from thence, till it was publickly known, And the 
only Notion I had that ſomethigg might be CIP wes 
from the Thou!on Fleet coming to Breff. 
Lalſo call God to witncſ*, that I receiv*d the Knowig 
ef what is contained in thoſe Papers that 1 gave to & 
Man that came to me in the Tower, both from L 
Meſſages that came from Fraucr; and he told me, wi 
read them to him, That the prince of Orenge had biem. 
quainted with moſt of thoſe things before. | 
I might have expetted Mercy from that Pringce,.. 
was inftrumental in ſaving his Life: For when 
1695, an Attempt form'd againſt him camg.td' 
I did, rtly by Diſſw aſious and partly | 
chat 3 * ich, I ſuppoſe, was the! 
villanous Proj ect was from we, . | 
If thejg be any Perſons whom 1 have injured in 


» 1 of 
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— 4 5 
# 4 N x. 
+ &# & 


SS LEE « 


(14 ) 
ly beg their Pardon, and b 


8 jo hare injured me, y | 
© * TH: fought my-Life, and brought che Guilt of 
Blood upon this Nation, no Treaſon being pro- 


K 0 my moſt hearty Thanks to, thoſe Noble and 
x Perſons who gaze me their Aſſiſtance, by oppoſing 


of Attainder, without which it had been impoſſible 
&@ have fallen under the Sentence of Death : God bleſs 


* their poſterity, tho I am fully ſatis fied they plea» 
'own cauſe while they defended mine. _ 
NE to bleſs my true and lawful Sovereign King 
>the Queen, and the Prince of Wales, and reſtore him 
Poſterity to this Thone again, for the Peace and Pro(- 
$crity of this Nation, which is impoſſible to proſper till the 
Government is ſettled upon a right Foot. 


. end now, 0 GOD, I do, with all bumb.e Devotion, com- 
a3 m4 Soul ine thy U. nds, the Feat Maker 8nd 
of Mev, * Lover of Souls, beſeechn 


* 1 n 


| ſhall wave making any Refledti on 
ſt Paper of Sir Jehn 'A A fear 1 oc b 
ght partial, altho perhaps there is ſome- 
Tin ic of a mor: harden d Aſſurance and 
te ſtrain, than hath been obſerv d in the 

Marry to this ſame Bloody and Helliſh 


2 | would be very well, if ambitious turbu- 
& Spirits, by Sir John s Fate, would learn, 
x over active in matters of Blood: Fame 
nothar Sir 3 | was very active in promo- 
E Aﬀot ' againſt the Duke of 


þ, and put himſelf forward to carry 


ug thee, that it ai he 41 
my 


Sp the Merits of 


191 
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d in the lower Co x Caſtlc of 
in the fame place was John H 2 
Bcheaded for a Conſpiracy; Mraer, r 


Cromwell, Earl of 


and neves 
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eable unto the Crimes, 
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Ihe Puniſhmeats are oftentimes: 
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To condude, Thiere has born fes 
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